Homelessness and cognitive performance in children: a possible link.
The developmental impact of homelessness on children was assessed by using a screening battery to measure cognitive and language delays as well as emotional status. The results of testing 88 children in a family shelter program indicate a possible significant impact of homelessness on both the cognitive and language development of these children, with language more severely affected. Emotional pathology, however, was not detected with the screening instruments used. Most service providers who deal with homeless children fail to recognize their special programming needs. It is important for the social worker to advocate with the educational system for these children's special needs.